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it to be used for town hall 
meetings and for farmers 
to be recognized for their 
gifts to this nation. It’s also 
a place for families, a happy 
place where people get to 
know each other.” 

The Fern Prairie Grange 
has been in existence since 
1928, According to the 
Washington State Grange 
Association, it is America’s 
oldest farm-based fraternal 
organization. It is a nonpar- 
tisan, grass roots advocacy 
group for rural citizens with 
both legislative programs 


é . ’ boo! embershii 
al Seni , ak p and community activities 
= nish ing toa pe such as talent and craft con- 
tests, scholarships, youth 
programs and camps and 
- ae lish: 
stablished in Wash- 
Payer a ington, D.C., im 1867, the 
National Grange consists 


hannon Nickelsen has fond 
memories of visiting the local 
grange as a young child. Her 
grandmother, Orale Reude, 
was the junior grange leader in 
the Cape Horn area, just out- 
side Washougal 
“[t was a part of our life,” she 
said. “We used to put on flag cerernomes and 
candlelight ceremonies On Sundays, we would 
have ham dinners at the grange. Grandma 
taught us how to set and wait tables, and we 
would get tips. It was 50 rewarding. 

But as Nickelsen got older, she became more 
involved with the local 4-H club and began 
part-time job, and the grange went on the back 
burner. However, she continued her member- 
ship until tt closed in 1998. 

But in an interesting twist of fate, Nickelsen 
is now working to preserve the very things she 
enjoyed 80 much as a child, She is hoping to 
revitalize the Fern Prairie Grange, which has 
been inactive since 2008. 

Nickelsen, who lives just down the road from 
the building, began her renewed interest in the 
grange a few months ago, when she was looking 
for « place to host her 25th wedding anniver- 
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a ta aad countless hours during the past six months to revitalizing the Fem Prairie Grange. “It's a place for Americans to gather 


of 3,878 local granges in 
37 states with more than 
300,000 members. 

“This isn’t just about farm- 
ers,” Nickelsen said. “It’s 
about Americans uniting for 
common goals, and stand- 
ing together. It's a place for 
families, a happy place to 
gather.” 

She wants to share the 
fond memories of her youth 
with the next generation. 

“I really feel my grand- 
nother in all the stuff I'm 
{oing,” Nickelsen said. “It's 
sind of a legacy. I want to 
{o all those things that were 
30 meaningful in my youth 
with my grandchildren.” 

To learn more about the 
Fern Prairie Grange or 
about membership, contact 
Nickelsen at 834-6732 or 
Anderson at 835-8206. 


sary party. 

“[ kept thinking, ‘What about the local grange 
hall?” Nickelsen said, “Someone put me in 
touch with Janice Anderson (a grange member) 
who told me that the building was closed, but 
volunteered to show it to me.” 

for Nickelsen, who says she isa Very spin 
tual person, it was a “ah ha” moment. 

“The minute danice put the key in my hand, | 
thought, ‘Oh Lord, what is this? I felt instantly 
that if he is with me on this, we will succeed 
and it will be a blessing to the community. 
‘That's how symbolic it was to me It's a bless- 
ing, and it’s too good to let it go.” 

So, Nickelsen began researching the issue, 
and contacted the Washington State Grange or- 
ganization. She Jearned that the charter would 
have to be reorganized and a local president se- 
jected. So, that's what she did. The group now 
bas 19 members and has organized two work 
parties, Nickelsen is the president. 

“At the first one, there were only four people,” 
she said. “Last time, 11 people showed up. We 
tripled our volunteers a 

She has high hopes for the future as well. 

“In five years, I want this place to be known, 
and for people to use it,” Nickelsen said. “I want 
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A display cas ful of achievement awards, Clark County ar bbons and other memorabilia oate inside he 


See Grange, page B4 Fem Prarie Grange. 


\IEMORIES FROM GRANGE SCRAPBOOKS... 


“It was a part of our life. We used to put on flag 
ceremonies and candlelight ceremonies. On Sundays, 
we would have ham dinners at the grange. Grandma 

taught us how to set and wait tables, 
and we would get tips. It was so rewarding.” 


— Shannon Nickelsen on her memories of the Cape Horn Grange 
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